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�
REFLECTION ON 2009  
 
Year in Review: Kieren Brown (YPF National Chairper son) 
 
The last year was a very busy one for the YPF, and I can 
happily report that our branches have facilitated a number of 
events aimed at Young Professionals within the industry, as 
well as learners whom we hope to encourage to join the 
industry. This newsletter covers some of the news from 2009, 
including a number of events that I hope that you enjoy 
reading about. None of these events would’ve been possible 
without the hard-work, enthusiasm and dedication of our YPF 
committee members. Thank you to all of you for a wonderful 
and successful 2009.  

 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of our 
supporters and sponsors for their incredible generosity over 
the year. You are too many to name, but we have managed to 
mention a few in this newsletter.  

 
The CESA YPF wishes you all busy and successful year. We hope you are all well 
rested, 2010 awaits us!  
����������	��
 
 
YPF Western Cape:  ECSA Registration Workshop 
 
The Western Cape YPF committee hosted an ECSA Registration Workshop on 6 August 
2009 at the University of Cape Town’s Civil Engineering campus. The workshop afforded 
the opportunity to more than 200 would-be registers to obtain some very useful tips from 
4 recently registered individuals. The speakers included Civil- as well as Mechanical 
Professionals, and also covered the requirements for both Technologists as well as 
Engineers. Valuable lessons learned by the newly registered speakers were relayed to 
the eager audience.  

 
The presentations were followed by a lively question and answer session as well as a 
networking opportunity with refreshments available to all. 

 
Our thanks go out to all involved in the arrangements for the evening, including all 
speakers specifically Gareth Randle (J&G), Schalk Marais (BKS), Telez Augustyn and 
Louw Venter (both KV3). A word of thanks to Iliso, KV3, PRDW and VKE for sponsoring 
the refreshments, UCT for the use of the venue and a special mention to DSV  
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Consulting Engineers for sponsoring small gifts for our speakers. Also, thank you to Mr 
Tony Murray for concluding a very informative evening. 
 
In order to benefit  YP’s across the country looking at registering as professionals, the 
presentations from the evening have been consolidated and uploaded to CESA’s YPF 
website. (http://www.cesa.co.za/YPF/ecsapres.php) 

  
For more details, contact: Andries van Wageningen (AvanWageningen@kv3.co.za) 
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YPF Western Cape:  Farewell to Committee Member Kim Maneveld 
 
Kim Maneveld is probably the most recognizable name to YP’s in the Western Cape 
branch. As a branch committee member and secretary for numerous years she is 
usually the first point of contact a new member has with the YPF. 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Kim has been involved with the YPF in the Western Cape from the very start. This goes 
back to May 2005 when a notice was sent out to all interested young professionals to 
meet and discuss the idea of a regional branch. As part of this team of YP’s she was 
instrumental in the highly successful launch of the WC branch in November 2005. 

 
In early 2006 the first committee was formed and of course … Kim was a part of it – she 
took on the role of secretary which she retained until just recently when the decision to 
move to Johannesburg came up. 

 
Her efforts have been invaluable in consistently communicating with members and 
sending out invites, information and updates, not to mention planning events and 
meetings and tactfully getting committee members to perform their required actions. 

 
With such a massive contribution to the success of the branch it’s hard to single out any, 
but a few highlights include the YPF WC launch, the Directors’ function, WC input into 
YPF National Business Plan, being co-opted to the regional CESA branch and creating a 
synergy, the 2008 & 2009 ECSA registration functions and Mentorship functions. 

 
So Kim … we will miss your enthusiasm, your tireless writing of meeting minutes, and 
the special spark you brought to the committee for all these years! We are really sad to 
see you go, but Cape Town’s loss is certainly to Johannesburg’s advantage. We also 
hope that after a stint in Johannesburg you will come to your senses and return to the 
Mother City someday – and of course there will always be place at the YPF WC for you! 
FAREWELL! 
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YPF Western Cape: Koeberg Interchange – Site Visit (October 2009)  
 
The Western Cape branch of the YPF undertook a site visit of the new Koeberg 
Interchange. The interchange prior to construction commencing and an artist’s 
impression of the new interchange after construction will be completed is shown in the 
figures below. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the 30 available places for this site visit being filled within 20 minutes of the invite 
being sent out, this site was clearly one that YP’s wanted to visit. The site visit started 
with a presentation by the project manager, John Colman of Group 5, describing what 
the project entails, the time frame for the project and describing some of the challenges 
that have been encountered. This was then followed by a walk around the site, led by 
Andrew Rowan of HHO. The YPF would like to thank John and Andrew for making 
themselves available for this site visit.  
 
For more details, contact: Justin Cross (jcross@prdw.co.za ) 
 
 
YPF Western Cape: Cape Town International Site Visi t  
On 21 April 09, the day before South Africa’s 4th national elections, 30 young engineers 
from the Western Cape participated in a site visit to the Cape Town International Airport 
Site.   
The site visit was hosted by Stefanutti Stocks project manager George Falk who 
graciously volunteered his time.  What was originally planned as a 60 minute site visit, 
quickly turned into a 2 hour walk-around largely due to the enquiring and challenging  
questions being asked.  The attendees were shown the new retail development space 
on the ground floor as well as the new automated baggage handling facility.   
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The company rolling out the baggage facility is the same company who were responsible 
for the Heathrow Terminal 5. By the sounds of things they are confident about a 
successful implementation in Cape Town.  The engineers were also whisked through the 
new check-in facility on the second floor equipped with a ceiling structure designed to 
optimise acoustics.  We were assured that the project is on track with an end of October 
2009 hand-over to ACSA. All in all another great event for the YPF WC! 
 
 

 
 

For more details, contact: Sahil Patel (spatel@prdw.co.za ) 
 
 
FIDIC Conference 2009 

 
The 2009 annual FIDIC Conference was held in London from 13 to 16 September. Close 
to 600 delegates from 74 countries attended this event. South Africa was represented by 
24 delegates, which was the 6th largest delegation from a single country. The trend 
during recent years of increasing numbers of young professional attending the 
conference was continued with YP’s making up about 15% of the attendees. These YP’s 
actively participated in discussions and various forums ensuring that the voices of the 
younger engineers were heard. 

 
Andries van Wageningen (KV3 Engineers) and Lucas-Jan Ebels (UWP Consulting) also 
went to London to fly the Western Cape YPF flag high. Both made a presentation at the 
conference during the YPF Open Forum. Andries gave a talk on KV3’s mentorship  
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programme, while Lucas-Jan presented the organisation and activities of the South 
African YPF. 

 
FIDIC’s 2009 YP Management Training Programme had its closing workshop sessions 
during the four days prior to the conference. Johan Lubbe (Bigen Africa), Shian Saroop 
(SSI), Aman Gherger (Blue Magnolia) and Lucas-Jan Ebels were among the 20 
participants of this training programme, again ensuring an excellent South African 
representation. The programme culminated in a well received presentation during the 
Future Leader’s Forum at the conference. 

 
A full programme of activities specifically for YP’s was organised around the conference, 
which included a meet-and-greet, a tour of the Royal Courts of Justice, a site visit to the 
2012 London Olympic park and a YP breakfast meeting at the offices of UK’s 
Association of Consulting Engineers (ACE). These YP activities and the conference itself 
provided ample opportunities for networking and the exchange of experiences and ideas 
between young professional from around the world. 

 

 
 
Lucas-Jan presenting on the activities of the South  African YPF at the FIDIC 
Conference . 
 
For more details, contact: Lucas-Jan Ebels (lucase@uwp.co.za ) 
 
 



 

 
 

����������	��
��� �
����
����
�
������

����������

A CESA Young Professionals Publication  
 
 
YPF Gauteng: Crossroads Boys Home – Pretoria 

 
The YPF Gauteng Branches have embarked on a Saturday tutoring initiative at 
Crossroads Boys Home in Salvokop, Pretoria. Crossroads is home to some 35 boys and 
young men who were previously homeless. 

 
The Home was brought to the attention of the YPF when we were invited to present at a 
career day for the boys. It was after this experience that the YPF Gauteng Branches 
decided to launch a programme whereby YP’s could assist these young men with their 
studies and provide mentorship to them.  

 
Ramona Reddy (Stemele Bosch & Associates and the YPF Gauteng South Committee) 
took on the role of Champion for the project. Under her management, a regular tutorship 
programme was launched in September 2009. Every fortnight, YP’s have spent their 
Saturday morning helping the boys with their schoolwork. Some have even brought 
friends and partners along! YP’s have assisted with subjects such as Maths, Physics, 
Chemistry, Accounting, Computer Studies, Tourism as well as some basic skills such as 
reading.  

 
Says Ramona: 
“It has been long believed that the first six years of a child’s life are most critical when 
they are particularly vulnerable to their environment.  When this childhood environment 
is corrupted by all sorts of abuse, neglect and unhappiness surely a child takes many 
years to undo the damaging effects of the destructive environment.  I believe it takes just 
a few hours of someone’s time to help someone to slowly counter the negative effects of 
their childhood. 

 
We can all strive to help the un-helped, educate the uneducated, motive the de-
motivated and most important of all – show love to the unloved.  As young professionals, 
if we lead the correct path we will soon have a large following on the same path.” 

 
Some of the boys at Crossroads are already pursuing their dreams by studying further 
and going for training; we can assist the younger children by establishing a library of 
unwanted textbooks, novels and other reading material. 

 
The boys have positive feedback and are excited to have assistance with homework, 
career advice and the mentorship opportunity.  As YPs we have much we can offer the 
home with this initiative.” 

 
The YPF would like to thank Ramona for her dedication to this project and for the huge 
amount of personal time she has put into making it a success. We would also like to 
thank our other volunteers (Tshireletso Rammutla of BKS, Clement Maphanga of ITS 
Engineering, Kieren Brown of MPA Consulting, Edward Bird of DJJ Conradie & Partners, 
Mhairi Riddet of ARUP, Denzel Maduray of SSI Engineers, Sande Taka of  
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Bigen Africa, Livingstone Mashele of Stemele Bosch and Kabelo Serutle of TUKS) for 
spending their personal time with the boys and thereby helping them to achieve a 
brighter future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Ed Bird of DJJ Conradie & Partners assisting a lear ner with Grade 9 Maths 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Denzel Maduray of SSI assists David with his Grade 11 Maths 
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Thomson, Leslie, Thabo and Ramona discuss the futur e and all it holds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Clement Maphanga of ITS and his partner helping out with Mathematics 
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  Mhairi Riddet of Arup assisting a learner with Math ematics 

 
For more details, contact: Ramona Reddy (reddyr@sbajhb.co.za ) 
 
 
 
YPF Gauteng - Soccer City (Johannesburg) Site Visit  

 
In November 2008 Hans Koorn of PD Naidoo & Associates took a very excited YPF 
group around the Soccer City Construction site. Hans ran through the various design 
factors, challenges and solutions with the YP’s and gave us all a fantastic insight into the 
work involved in such a huge, landmark project.  

 
In July 2009 Hans took us around the stadium once more for a follow-up visit, to see 
firsthand the progress. A handful of JRA and Joburg Water YP’s were also invited to join 
us on the tour.  

 
Our thanks to Livingstone Mashele of Stemele Bosch and the YPF Gauteng South 
Committee, for assisting with the organisation of the site visit.  
The photos below give a brief overview of the experience.  
 



 

 
 

����������	��
��� �
����
����
�
������

����������

A CESA Young Professionals Publication  
 
November 2008  

 

                            
                                         Hans Koorn  speaking to the YP’s at the top of the stands 
 

                               
                                          A view of  the pitch from the stands       A view of the suit es 
 
            
                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
                          
 
 
 
 
                   Outside the stadium  
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 July 2009  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   The view from the top of the stands clearly show ing the progress of the stadium 
 
 

 
 
 
 

     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The outside of the stadium 
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YPF Gauteng South: High-school learner’s vocational  assistance 
 

 
The YPF Gauteng South would like to 
thank Edward Sheppard and TWP 
Projects for  hosting a learner, Gugu 
Zwane, for two weeks during her 
school holidays in September 2009.  

 
Gugu is a high-school learner who is interested in following a career in either chemical or 
Mechanical Engineering after school. TWP allowed her to spend time in their Chemical 
and Mechanical departments.  
 
Said Gugu: “I enjoyed and learnt a lot during my stay in the two different departments, 
chemical and mechanical. The people I was shadowing showed interest in teaching me 
and I think that they were also committed to having a student and took time to explain 
things clearly even though they had their own work to do. This made my whole 
experience meaningful and has helped by giving me a clear idea of what is involved in 
Engineering. 
 
In the Chemical Engineering department I learnt about the various stages in the overall 
process for processing a product from raw material extracted underground. 
 
In the Mechanical department, I learnt about the procedures in building shafts as well as 
equipment required to build the head-gear and its connecting components. Learnt how 
scopes of work are typed for tenders that supply specific pieces of equipment and how 
much they cost to install. I got an opportunity to visit a mine site in Rustenburg and got to 
see the shaft which has a head gear considered to be the highest head gear in the 
world.  
 
It was really exciting to see the structure of the shaft and head-gear in real life rather 
than just on paper.  
 
I also liked the fact that I was treated like one of the staff members and never felt left out 
and was even allowed to have an access card of my own for the rest of my stay at TWP 
Projects.   
 
Once again, thank you very much for the good experience and I think that it will help me 
make a decision about my career choice.” 
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YPF Gauteng : Soccer Day at the Royal Bafokeng Stad ium  
 
On Saturday 7 November 2009, the Platinum Stars Football Team and the YPF Gauteng 
Branches sponsored a trip for Rose-Act Saturday School learners and tutors to the 
Platinum Stars vs. Bidvest Wits match at the Royal Bafokeng Stadium outside 
Rustenburg.  

 
Students from the school who had a 50% or better 
attendance record for the year, and tutors who volunteer their 
time for the students, were rewarded with the trip. These 
students are from Alexandra and Tembisa and all attend the 
school in their spare time in order to improve their high 
school grades and so improve their future prospects. The 
tutors spend their weekends preparing for lessons and 
helping the learners with their studying, and the YPF 
commends them for their contribution to their communities. 
The YPF would also like to commend Brenda Lacey-Smith of 
CESA, who dedicates so much of her personal time to these 

learners and has really made a difference in their lives in this last year.  
 

The YPF thanks Jason Raine, Suzan Phala and Amu Nkwinika of the Platinum Stars 
Football Club for their generosity to these deserving learners and tutors.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arriving at the 
Royal 
Bafokeng 
Stadium 
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      Getting into the swing of things in the stand s 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                Enjoying the game from a suite 
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YPF launched in the Free State  
On Thursday the 23rd of April 2009, the Bloemfontein Offices of ILISO Consulting (Pty) 
Ltd played host to the Free State launch of the Young Professional’s Forum. There was a 
total of twelve enthusiastic YP’s in attendance all eager to get involved.  

 
The event began with an introductory presentation to the Forum given by Sipho 
Sondiyazi, the current Free State Chairperson for the YPF. This was followed by a 
presentation from Clint Koopman who holds the position of Chief Executive at ILISO 
Consulting and was awarded the CESA-Glenrand/MIB Young Engineer of the Year 
Award in 2004. He spoke on the role of Young Professional’s in today’s construction 
industry and all the hard work involved in making the transition from YP to CEO.   

 
The last presentation was given by Mr. Jones Moloisane from ECSA who gave an 
impassioned talk on Professional Registration and the need for YP’s to get registered 
and undergo the process of registration as early in their professional careers as possible. 
This was followed by drinks and socialising. The launch was a great success thanks to 
our passionate speakers and the attendees left feeling informed and inspired.  
By Sipho Sondiyazi (Iliso Consulting and YPF Free State Chairperson) 

 
    

 
South Africa Youth in Construction Week 
 
In July and August, CESA and the YPF took part in the Youth In Construction Week in 
Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban.  

 
Johannesburg 
At the Sci-Bono Centre in Newtown, Johannesburg a number of YP’s volunteered their 
time to chat with some of the 2 000 high-school learners that moved through the Centre.  

 
The YPF and CESA sincerely thank Auriel Petersen of Goba, Annie Davids and 
Sechaba Kou of SSI and Lindile Zincume, Muthu Nemadodzi and Rodgers Chauke of 
Ithembalethu for volunteering their time for this important event. We also thank their 
employers for allowing them time out of the office to contribute to this worthwhile 
experience.  
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Sechaba Kou of SSI chats to the learners about the Consulting                           
Engineering industry 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Auriel Peterson of GOBA with learners who attended the Youth in 
Construction Week 
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Cape Town 
In August 2009, the 
YPF WC assisted 
CESA in manning a 
stand at the Youth in 
Construction Career 
Exhibition held at 
Cape Town’s 
Goodhope Centre.  
The exhibition   was 
well attended and 
aimed at encouraging 
school learners to 
follow a career in the 
construction sector.  
We were fortunate 
that CESA YP Representatives from a number of member firms came forward to assist 
in this worthwhile and important initiative.   

 
 The YPF sincerely thanks representatives from: BKS (Evan Arendse), J&G (Krishna 
Naidoo, Annamarie Basson, Bone Makgekgenene), KV3 (Andries van Wageningen), 
PDNA (Melanie Kemp), PRDW (Justin Cross and Sahil Patel), UWP (Lucas-Jan Ebels  
and Thomas Glatz) and WSP (Sameer Holdman). 
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Kwazulu-Natal  
YPF KZN served on the steering committee for the first Youth in Construction exhibition 
in Kwazulu-Natal from 4th to 6th August 2009 at the Westville Country Club. This 
inaugural exhibition was well received by businesses and schools alike. The YPF 
assisted in the organization of the event as well as manning of the CESA stand and 
interaction with school learners.  
 

YPF as part of the steering committee on 
official banner at the Youth in Construction 
Kwazulu-Natal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on the Youth in 
Construction Exhibition or if your branch or 
company would like to be involved in 2010, 
visit the Youth in Construction website 
www.yic.co.za. 
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YPF Branch Committees 2010 
 
If you would like to become an active member of the YPF by serving on your branch 
committee for 2010, please feel free to contact your branch chairperson for more 
information. Contact details are listed below: 
 
 

Kwa-Zulu Natal  

Shian Saroop    (031) 719 5500 shians@ssi.co.za 
 
Gauteng North 
Michele Kruger  (012) 667 6260 michele@csvwater.co.za 
 
Gauteng South  
Kieren Brown   (011) 781 9710 kieren@mpaconsulting.co.za 
 
Western Cape  
Sahil Patel    (021) 418 3830 spatel@prdw.co.za 
 
Port Elizabeth  
Mthuthuzeli Gqokoma  (041) 363 1900 gqokomam@jgi.co.za 
 
Border / Kei  
Likaya Nkonki   (043) 743 8266 likhaya@carifro.com 
 
Free State 
Sipho Sondiyazi   (051) 430 4881 siphon@iliso.com 
 
North West  
Marvick Janse van Rensburg (018) 468 8000 marvick@mdcc.co.za 
 
 
 
 
For comments, suggestions or contributions contact the editor Jeshika Ramchund at 
jeshika.ramchund@cbiconsulting.co.za.  
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