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Africa’s Infrastructure Is Attracting Private Sector Capital

G a u t r a in M T N  N ig e r ia T r a n sn e t
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Enormous Expected Demand for Infrastructure Development 
in Africa Over the Next 40 years
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Driven By Growing Political and Regulatory Liberalization…
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Increasing Levels of Urbanization…

Source: World Development Report, ABSA Capital
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And Higher Domestic Growth Rates
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Reward Has Been Larger Amounts of Foreign Direct 
Investment
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Sources: Coller Capital Limited, Emerging Markets Private Equity Association

More Private Equity Flows

Africa Allocation

0.09
0.15 0.74

1.38 0.79

2.35 2.34
3.22

…Although Africa Still Only Attracts Less Than 1% of Global PE Flows
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Key 
Africa-

Focused 
Equity 

Infrastructure 
Funds

$450m
Emerging Africa

R5 bnAbsa Capital

$625m

Pan Africa Infrastructure 
Development Fund *

$200m
CVCI Africa Fund

R1.2bn
Southern Africa Infrastructure 
Investment Fund

Total Capital Committed

* Absa Capital is the second largest investor

However, Only a Handful of Private Equity Players Focus on 
Infrastructure in Africa
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Despite the Current Global Economic Crisis, Investor Interest 
Will Return

Investor 
Understandin

g

Regional 
Improvement

s

Better
Partners

Market insight and access

Technical and operational capabilities

Highly reputable

Consolidate political and regulatory liberalization

Improve regional integration

Enhance social delivery & security

Extent and nature of exposure

…Africa’s Investments Must Be Able to Deliver Higher Risk-Adjusted Returns



11

Absa Capital is a Major Player in the Development of Africa’s 
Infrastructure

Particular focus on physical infrastructure in the energy, telecommunications and 
transport industries

Leverages off Absa Group’s and Barclays Africa’s extensive footprint across 13 of the 
largest markets in sub-Saharan Africa and Barclays’ extensive global reach

Only major investment bank in sub-Saharan Africa with a dedicated equity 
investment business

Together with Pan Africa Infrastructure Development Fund, AbCap is the 
single largest private sector equity investor in Africa’s infrastructure
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~ End ~


