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POLICY CONTEXT
1. Integrated Development Plan (IDP)
2. Spatial Development Framework (SDF)
3. Regional SDFs
4. Local Area Plans (LAP)
5. Precinct Plans 

PRIORITY INVESTMENT AREAS – TRANSIT ORIENTED 
1. Inner City (Centrum, Point Waterfront, Rivertown)
2. Bridge City 
3. Umlazi
4. Pinetown 
5. Mpumalanga (Keystone)
6. C3 corridors (Midway Crossing)

PRIORITY INVESTMENT AREAS – GREENFIELDS
1. Aerotropolis (Dube Trade Port) / Cornubia
2. SIP2  / Cato Ridge / Keystone/ Ntshongweni
3. Illovo South (Auto Supplier Park)
4. Virginia Airport 

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT POLICY CONTEXT



CATALYTIC PROJECTS UNIT

 Established in 2015

 Large scale integrated and mixed use spatial transformation projects

 Major infrastructure investment required

 Investment amount above a certain monetary value (e.g. > R500 million)

 Blend of financing  

 Substantial contribution to economic growth

 Significant promotion of economic and social inclusion through spatial 

transformation development projects  

Categories of Catalytic Projects

 Category A – Private sector led (e.g. Cornubia, Sibaya)

 Category B – Public sector driven 

o B1 – City (e.g. Centrum)

o B2 – Provincial (e.g. Dube Trade Port)

 Category C – Departmental driven (e.g. GO! Durban)



CATALYTIC PROJECTS UNIT

 One stop shop (provides single entry for private sector led development projects 

o Facilitate processing of Development Rights application for shorter turnaround 

(1 year to 1 month)

o Facilitate private sector catalytic projects

o Facilitate internal departmental contribution/support to private development 

o Facilitate resolution of challenges and/or disputes between departments and 

developer 

 Project manage, implement and coordinate the implementation of catalytic land 

development projects across the city

 Influence pipelining and coordination of land development and bulk infrastructure 

rollout



ACCELERATE IMPLEMENTATION OF CATALYTIC PROJECTS 
HIGH IMPACT

Project Reprioritisation into High, Medium and Low Impact Projects are categorised by determining 
which projects have high Social and Economic benefits in the shortest time frame. Also, Impact vs cost 
revenue benefits for the City. 
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HIGH IMPACT



CATALYTIC PROJECTS

NORTH, NORTH CENTRAL REGION & CENTRAL



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
CORNUBIA

Deliverables: Mixed-use mixed-income development, 
incorporating industrial, commercial, residential and 
open space uses. 1,200ha in total, 25,000 residential 
units
Status: 30% of the planned precincts complete or 
underway. Housing, Business hub and town centre 
underway underway.
Estimated Value: Overall investment value of over 
R25bn. Public sector: R10bn; Pvt Sector: R15bn
Duration: Started 2008, with 25-30 years rollout.
Jobs: Estimated to date: 20,000 (con), 3,000 (per)



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
CORNUBIA

 Next 12 months

 CIBE (Industrial) – continuation of development role out (currently 85% 
developed). Targeting light manufacturing, logistics and warehousing 

 Housing – Phase 1b – Social facilities cluster underway, which includes a 
Primary School, Clinic, Community Hall, sports fields, Park). Tender for 
civil infrastructure 

 Conubia Business Hub (Commercial) & N2 Business Estate 
(Business Park & Logistics) – potential development of undeveloped 
land parcels

 CTC (Mixed Use) – THD underway with internal service reticulation
 Phase 2A Housing – Tender for civil infrastructure for first phase 

complete, negotiations with preferred tenderer underway.
 IPTN – ETA underway with SCM for Cornubia Boulevard, should be 

finalized within the next 6 months.



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
CORNUBIA

 Next 24 months
 Housing – Ph1b – Retail and ECD sites to be developed
 CTC – possible private sector development of first sites (Business Park 

zoning)
 Umhlanga Hills – possible internal service reticulation contract to start
 Housing – Phase 2A – possible contract for top structures for first 

phase
 IPTN – Contract for C8 portion (Dube West) and interchange upgrade
 Marshall Dam Residential – possible development by private sector 

(Balwin Properties).

 Next 60 months
 Umhlanga Hills – development of education facilities and affordable 

housing – by private sector
 Housing – Phase 2 A – the second part of this precinct to be delivered. 

SPLUMA to be submitted
 Housing – Phase 2 b – start of phase 2 b units. Project Manager 

already appointed
 Decision on development option for city owned land under the noise 

contour, based on the expected roll out of the C8 corridor 



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
DUBE TRADE PORT

Deliverables: 2840 hectare development near King 

Shaka International Airport, Airfreight hub comprising 

of Cargo Terminal, Trade, Agri and Support Zones.

 Status: Trade Zone 1, Dube City & Agrizone 1 

complete with serviced infrastructure. Trade Zone 1 –

fully subscribed.

Bulk earthworks in progress for Trade Zone 2

Estimated Value: Overall investment value of over 

R13bn



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
NORTH REGION



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
MIDWAY CROSSING

• Deliverables: Shopping Centre (2ha), 
Go!Durban feeder facility; Go! Durban safety & 
security centre; Sizakala Centre; Municipal 
Services centre (Library and Clinic); and 
Newlands Express Way.

 Status: Overhead powerlines relocated. DWS 
appointed contractor to relocate water mains 
to clear the site. MOA signed. Developer busy 
with site establishment since Aug 2019, 
completion Apr 2021

 Estimated Value: Public – R0.4 billion and 
Private – R1.5 billion

 Job: 300 Construction jobs and 100 
operational jobs 



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
VIRGINIA AIRPORT

 Deliverables – Redevelop airport site (10ha 
development potential) to mixed use 
development, comprising of residential, office 
and retail 

 Status: At feasibility study.

• Draft feasibility has been accepted by CIC in 
July 2019

• Submission of option report to Council in 
Sept 2019

• Land release process to commence in Aug 
2020, if approved

• Bulk infrastructure to start in June 2022, if 
approved

 Estimated Value: R6 billion



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
POINT PRECINCT



CATALYTIC PROJECTS

WEST REGION



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
NTSHONGWENI

 Deliverables: 85 000 square metres of Shopping 
Centre, logistics and Business Park and 20 000 
housing units
 Status: MOA with Developer signed for Phase 1 

of development. MOA with Provincial DoT is 
awaiting signatures.
Designs for the Kassier Road complete. WULA 
application will be submitted to DSW national 
once MOA is signed. Tender documents for the 
upgrades are being prepared. Mall to be 
completed 2021

 Estimated Value: Overall investment   
value of over R28bn



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
KEYSTONE

 Deliverables: Light Industrial Warehousing and 
Logistics Precinct. 
 Status: Currently under development, with 
approximately 33% of the planned distribution 
centres already complete
 Estimated Value: Overall investment value of over 
R6.5bn, with City contributing approximately R350m
 Duration: The development started implementation 
in 2015, with an anticipated roll-out duration of 
approximately 25-30 years.



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
CATO RIDGE

 Deliverables: Container depot, Logistics & 
Warehousing, N3 interchange
 Status: Currently under development. 
Designs for interchange complete 
 Estimated Value: Overall investment value of 
over R6.5bn
 Duration: Duration of approximately 25-30 
years

22



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
CATO RIDGE



CATALYTIC PROJECTS

SOUTH REGION



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
AUTO SUPPLIER PARK

 Deliverables: Centralised production, 
assembly, sequencing and warehousing 
facilities that are within close proximity to the 
OEM’s such as Toyota and new entrants

• Progress: 

Planning stage

SANRAL approval of proposed interchange 

off the N2 required

 Bulk infrastructure will be required 

(water reservoir, WWTW upgrade 

& sewer main and electricity substation)

 Estimated Value: R30b

 Duration: Construction to start Aug 2022



CATALYTIC PROJECTS
AUTO SUPPLIER PARK



OPPORTUNITY AREAS FOR COLLABORATION

 Work with Investors and Developers
o Planning to Implementation of major projects
o Supporting professional teams in development approvals facilitation
o Proper due diligence that meets statutory requirements 
o Honest feedback on accurate status of planning approvals 

 Bulk infrastructure development and rollout 
 What does “new normal” post COVID 19 mean to the sector

o Doing more with less
o Use of 4IR 
o Soft skills become even more critical 

 Empowerment 
o Radical Socio-Economic Transformation 
o Community centred solutions 
o Project scoping and packaging to prioritise community participation 
o Training and development of communities and young professionals 
 Targeted groups 

o Preparation of communities for productive jobs/work opportunities
o How to respond to negative impact of Business Forums 



CATALYTIC PROJECTS UNIT – CONTACT DETAILS 

 George Mohlakoana Pr. Eng 
Head Catalytic Projects Unit 
Tel: 031 311 4747 
Cell: 082 850 9803
Email: George.Mohlakoana@Durban.gov.za

 Xolisile Langa 
Executive Secretary 
Tel: 031 322 5774 
Email: Xolisile.Langa@Durban.gov.za

 Steve Angelos 
Senior Programme Manager
Tel: 031 311 4097 
Cell: 083 577 1715 
Email: Steve.Angelos@Durban.gov.za

 Tshepiso Kobile 
Senior Programme Manager
Tel: 031 322 0293 
Cell: 083 271 4249 
Email: Tshepiso.Kobile@durban.gov.za

 Nasreen Arabi 
Senior Programme Manager
Tel: 031 311 4733
Cell: 083 401 8614 
Email: Nasreen.Arabi@durban.gov.za

 Boitumelo Moshoeshoe 
Senior Programme Manager
Tel: 031 322 0292
Cell: 071 026 2511
Email: Tumi.Mpisi@durban.gov.za

 Themba Masimula 
Project Manager
Tel: 031 311 7841
Cell: 083 419 2999
Email: Themba.Masimula@Durban.gov.za
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