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Water sector value chain

Water supply and services

LNW overview
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Water sources in South Africa ï current supply

National 2040 

target

Water resource diversification

Proposed source diversification & decentralisation 

(yellow)

Bulk focus ï but see StatSA General Household Survey 2023
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Management problem 

�C Strategic adaptive management

Operational problem

�C Arresting water losses & NRW

�C O & M

�C Ageing infrastructure

�C Loadshedding & Energy interruptions 

(vandalism and theft) TShwane

�C Drawdowns/behavior/climate

�C Financing

Loose bylaws and application 
�C Encroachment and vandalism of water 

infrastructure

�C Safety and Security of water sector personnel 

�C Financial Sustainability of the sector due to non-
payment by citizens and municipalities to 
municipalities and the Water Board, respectively. 

�C Inadequate water and sanitation technical skills 
in municipalities

Systems not designed for fast-growing 
migration

Consequence of old fragmented 
planning (inclusive approach)

Great ambitions without acknowledging 
water constraints �± like mega human 
settlement and economic planning

Inability to drive effective campaigns to 
change user behavior

Lack of good monitoring and 
understanding of consumption patterns

Early warning system and water quality


